February 27, 2025

Mr. Harold Mitchell, Chair

Mr. Stephen Mealy, Bourne Representative
Cape Cod Commission

3225 Main Street

PO Box 226

Barnstable, MA 02630

Commissioners,

| am writing to express my opposition to the proposed 120-foot wireless
telecommunications tower at 317 Barlow’s Landing Road in Bourne, currently under
consideration as a Development of Regional Impact (DRI) project.

As a member of Pocasset Golf Club, a direct and substantially affected abutter to the
proposed tower site, and a resident of Bourne, | am deeply concerned about the
potential impacts of this project. Pocasset Golf Club has been an integral part of the
local community for more than 100 years, with many members, including myself,
residing in or near the village of Pocasset.

While we all recognize the importance of reliable cellular service in the area, particularly
for Verizon customers who may experience subpar service, | have significant concerns
regarding the safety, environmental impact, and aesthetic implications of this project,
with safety being my primary concern.

First, upon review of the Vertex application, | find the justification for the selected site to
be insufficiently substantiated. The application provides minimal evidence to support the
claim that no other suitable locations exist to enhance service quality in the
neighborhood.

Second, it is noteworthy that Vertex and Tower North, both on behalf of Verizon, have
recently obtained permits for two large towers in Falmouth and one in Brewster. These
seem to be all of the recent tower applications in the Cape Cod Commission's database.
We ask whether this is the case and, if so, why other cellular providers have not
demonstrated a similar need for new towers. This raises questions about Verizon’s
planning and engineering strategies. | also question why Verizon cannot co-locate on
existing towers in the Pocasset area used by its competitors, avoiding the construction
of additional large, unsightly, and potentially unsafe structures.

Of particular concern is the proposed tower’s lack of a sufficient "fall zone" within the
applicant’s property. My wife just joined the club and | also have a 6 year old grandson
who is beginning to play at Pocasset Golf Club. In the event of a structural failure, the
tower could have a devastating impact on club members and guests. It will also impact
the adjacent youth sports fields and could pose a safety risk there as well. For your
reference, our property line is 60 feet from the 120-foot tower site. Although Vertex and




Verizon assert that towers are designed to collapse in sections, evidence (news articles
and photos on-line) suggests this is not always the case, and their argument implies an
inherent risk they seek to mitigate through design rather than prevention.

As an engaged member of the Pocasset community, our Club (and its members)
acknowledges the importance of dependable cell service for residents and public safety
personnel. This opposition is not merely a matter of aesthetics; it is rooted in genuine
concerns for the safety and well-being of Bourne residents and the preservation of our
community’s character. '

Until the significant concerns outlined here, along with those raised by other residents
and stakeholders, are thoroughly addressed and mitigated, | urge the Commission to
reject the Vertex/Verizon application or impose stringent conditions to safeguard our
community.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Stephen J. Fabiani

137 Leeward Road
Bourne, MA 02532



