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Historic Preservation Planning 
A 3 Step Process: 

Identification 

Protection 

Evaluation 

Local, state, federal regs  
Education 

National Register  

SURVEY 



Survey 
• Architectural description, Historical narrative, Photo-documentation 

• Goal of MHC and HC is to have community-wide comprehensive Inventory 
• Include all resources types and periods of development   

 

Form A.  Areas 
Town center 
Streetscape 
Neighborhood 
Subdivision 
Mill complex 
Farm 
Campus 
Estate 
 
 

Form B.  Buildings 
Residential 
Agricultural 
Commercial 
Institutional 
Industrial 



Form H.  Parks and Landscapes 

Form C.  Objects 

Form F.  Structures 

Form D.  Archaeological Sites 

Form E.  Burial Grounds 



How are Inventory Forms Used? 
Identification Evaluation  Protection/Education 
  SURVEY 

EVALUATION 
 National Register – Individual and Districts 

PROTECTION 

 Local Historic Designation – Individual and Districts 

 Demolition Delay 

 Local Site Plan Review 

 CPA 

 Preservation Restrictions 

 State and Federal Regulations  

EDUCATION 

 Owner Appreciation 

 Walking Tours 

 Plaque Programs 

Road Construction Projects 

Telecommunications Towers 



Evaluation 



 

        Comprehensive Survey - How to get started  

                         Prepare a Survey Plan 

 
1. Assess existing Inventory Forms (A and B Forms) 

 

2. Review existing documentary sources, including historic 

maps, to understand context of resources 

 

3. Identify base map and create street index 

 

4. Conduct windshield survey 

 

5. Evaluate community-wide and neighborhood-by-neighborhood 

threats to resources 

 

6. Generate prioritized list for future survey 

 

7. Annotated list of references 

 

8. Methodology 

 







Early Form Bs 





How to write Architectural Description 

     The ______ story house rests 

on a _______ foundation, is 

covered with _______ siding 

and topped by a ____ 

shingled, _______ roof. The 

house plan includes _______ 

main block with _________ 

(wings/ells).   



Information to Include: 

1.  Evolution of the building and site 

• When constructed 

• How/when building changed  

2.  Who lived here 

• What work they did 

• How long did they live here 

3.  How the building was used 

4.  How the building’s use and/or occupants 

     relate to local history 

How to write Historical Narrative 

Traditional Sources of Information: 
Primary sources:  Atlas Maps, Sanborn Maps, Street 

Directories, Town Records (Valuation, Building),  

Historic photographs 

 

Secondary sources:  Town histories, MHC Town 

Reconnaissance Reports (1980s) 



Traditional Sources of Information 

  



How to write Historical Narrative 
           New Sources of Information 

Ancestry.com - Birth, Marriage, Death Records, US Census Records 

  

  

  



How to write Historical Narrative 
            New Sources of Information 

Title searches – Barnstable County Registry of Deeds 



How to write Historical Narrative 
               New Sources of Information 

                     Other web resources 



MACRIS – Massachusetts Cultural Resource Information System 







MACRIS – Massachusetts Cultural Resource Information System 






