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The Massachusetts Historical Commission

® Established in 1963 to identify, evaluate and protect the

significant historic and archaeological assets of the
Commonwealth.

® Staff at the MHC includes architectural historians,

preservation planners, planners, archaeologists and
architects.



Local Government Programs at
the Massachusetts
Historical Commission

Assisting all 351 Cities and Towns of Massachusetts in
Community-Wide Historic Preservation Planning.

Primarily, the Local Historical Commissions.



A presentation on the History of
Local Historic Preservation
Efforts

1. Before Local Historical Commissions
(and | mean way, way before)

2. Historic Preservation in the 19603
(it wasn’t all peace, *
love and grooviness)

3. How Far We Have Come &k
(as well as...the more ..
things change, the more.. )




1. Before Local
Historical
cCommissions
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Mid 19t Century

Who was
the first
Historic
Preservationist?




Was it Ann
Pamela
Cunningham?
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Did His. -~ Presers .n Efforts
Really £ 2  Creating
M- 1S ?




Examples of 215t Century
Historic Preservation Efforts

 |dentifying Historic Resources
 Education about Historic Resources
 Advocating for Historic Resources
e Historic Property Stewardship
 Preventative Maintenance
 Rehabilitation of Historic Resources
 Adaptive Re-use of Historic
Resources



Who was
the first
Historic
Preservationist?




ould it have been someone 40, 000
years ago?




The Story of Tuthmosis and the Sphinx

Use Your Imagination!



Pausanias and his description of
the Temple of Hera

Again, Use Your Imagination!
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Fairbanks
House,
Circa 1640
Dedham, MA

Mid 19t

Century
Stewardship




BOSTONIANS !
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BOSTON GLOBE-TUESDAY. APRIL 11 1005 &

FAMOUS 225-YEAR-OLD LANOMARK =
THAT BOSTOK SOON WAY KNOW NO MORE

\Home of Paul Revere in Danger of Being Rarcd—
Movement Afoot to Preserve |t

Paul Revere
House

1908




Regional Non-Profit
Organizations

Society for the
Preservation of New
England Antiquities/
Historic New England

1910




Outdoor Living History Museums

= Old Sturbridge Village
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Local Non-Profit Organizations

A ] WHALE

. S Waterfront Historic Area LeaguE
HISTORIC T D . . .
SALEM INC M . Preserving New Bedford since 1962

HISTORIC
BOSTON
INCORPORATED

Strengthening Community through Historic Preservation
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2. Historic
Preservation |n
the 1960s Bt ¥

A time of great change for historic
preservation in Massachusetts and the
nation.




Urban Renewal

The West End of
Boston in this
planning
document IS
described as an
“obsolete
neighborhood.”




Urban Renewal

The West End of Boston

Before and After



Transportation Planning and

Highway Expansion

1956

The Federal
Aid
Highway
Act



http://billwarner.posterous.com/bostons-inner-belt-the-highway-that-was-stopp�

Demolition of Neighborhoods for
Transportation Projects




Massachusetts General Law
Chapter 40 Section 8d

The state law establishing local historical
commissions.

1963

~ TOWN HALL
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National Historic
Preservation Act

B BENJAMIN CLARK HOUSE

HAS BEEN PLACED ON THE

NATIONAL REGISTER
OF HISTORIC PLACES

BY THE UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bel- bl S /Y

ENTERING
WARE MILI, YARD

HISTORIC DISTRICT

, LISTED-ON
NATIONAL -REGISTER - OF
HISTORIC - PLACES




Historic Property Survey

Planning
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anwitting destruction is a state-wide inventory.

A duty of the lassachusettis Historical Commission 1is to compile such an
inventory, which will be used by various planning agencies, so.that historical
structures will get fair and just treatment. One of these agencies, the Eastern
Massachmsetts Regional Planning Project (EMRPP), urgently needs all the infromation
the Massachusetts Historical Commission can provide.‘EBy March of 1967 they must
report on the historic sites in 42 towns affected by 1975 highway networks and put

this information on a computer. { Li coln is one of these towns.

In order to compile a complete invantory of publicly and privately owned
. s s 11l atona ara i1nvolved: Preliminaryk




Historic Property Survey

FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125

Sketch Map

Liraw a map showing the building s location in relation to the
mearest cross streets and or majer natwral featires. Show all
uilditrgs herween inventoried buiiding and nearest intersection
o pnatural .rewmn Label stroets including route mumbers, if amy
Circle and number the inventaried building. Indicate novh

Recorded by  Kathleen Kelly Broomer
Organization for Medfield Historical Cammission
Date (month/ear) May-1900

JUN 161999

Asscssor’s #  USGS Quad  Area(s) Form #
2230 Medfield ays

Medfield

neighborhood or village)

256 South Street
Cyrus D. Strang House
residential
farm

Construction late 18" cent. (?), ca, 1820-1830s
maps and atlases

No style, Colonial Revival

Exterior Material:

Foundation granite

Wall'Trim wood clapboard

Roof asphalt shingle
Qutbuildings/Secondary Structures

attached bam

Major Alterations (with dates)
dormers, entry porch on wing, porch addition (early 20C)
Condition good
Moved _ no /yes Date likely 3" quarter 19C
Acreage 40,011 square feet
Setting mix of historic and cantemporary

residential development on town's major road to Norfalk

N

118 WILSON ROAD

STiciol

Ber "' jan.:; Bacon-Gleason-Blodgett Homestead
: & Mrs, John T. Abbott

Dwelling House

Dwelling House (farm)
Transitional

date 8+ '71"0 _Style
jource of Date __Deeds and Wills

Wi ¢ Leve
Endanger 3
p="th ‘/‘»7'7— &0
FOULIDATION: High( Regular) Nope Material: Field stone w/granite l_Q_k facing
Frame (Cover: Clapboard sides ) @mmds

: & @ 3( 4) Center Cluster Elaborate
( l‘.liy Stable Dependcncy

Gallery/porch

123 4 Portico

Ridge Gambrel ¥ Mansard; ol cddual oo
Tower Eupnln o 2 5 4 Beolustrade Grillwork

FACADE: Gable End: Front/8ide Symmetrical/Asymmetrical Ornate Simple/Complica

lornice: ./‘” nate  MarrowfV ;) eep/Shallow Dentils/Brackets
T i Simple fanlight & pilasters

Ectrance: (Frooy/side (Centered) Dol Features: with keystone top
eSE

Windows: Spacing r{w :';:.‘:um;( [dantical\/\frtried (12/12 l_ig,hta)
Corners: @ ) Pilasters Quoins Obscured (clapboarding meets brick ends _

¢ g semi-rustic plantindg,
OUTBUILDRINGS_ Ijmmsc.-\r'm-'i; lawned, old stome walls

6. Foot: of structure from str
Proper ; 18 125 feet frontage o

Recorder rf ! Zt L »M.

For_ BED HISTORICAL BSOCIETY

" / m i
Photo I I __j[

witten permission from Com™ “Ais:\ or sponsoring crgani-
1




Number of Local Historical Commissions
Statewide

347

292

175

Approximate Number of Local
Historical Commissions

22

1963 1967 1973 1979 2013



Who was the
first loca
historica
commission
on Cape
Cod?

Townmn
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Anpe R. Wardwall, Adm. Amngl atant
Mapsachusetts Hintorical Cormlaalen
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Dastan &3, Happ.

Deiar Miae Wardeell;
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3. How Far We
Have Come
Since Local
Historical
Commissions
Were Created.




Historic Property Survey

THVENTORY STATRIE
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Historic Property Survey

s oo commmon 5 3 There are now well
over 150,000
records within the

c Name Cyrus D. Strang House

Present residential I L]
MHC files.

Construction late 18" cent. (7), ca. |8

maps and atlases

Mo style, Colonial Revival

Exterior Mate

Sketch Map Foundation granite

L shie

WallTrim wood clapboard
asphalt shingle
Secondary Structures
attached bam
Major Alterations (with dates)
darmers, entry porch on wing, porch addition (early 20C)
Condition good
Moved __no /yes Date likely 3" quarter 19C
Acreage 40,011 square feet
Recorded by  Kathleen Kelly Broomer Setting mix of historic and contemporary

Organization for Medfield Histori | Commission residential development on town's major road to Norfolk
Date (month/ear) May-19




Historic Property Survey

Massachusetts
State Historic
Preservation Plan

SecTetan C
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COAMISSION
120 Morrizsey Boalevard
Boston, M4 02125

February 14, 2011

According to the
State Historic
Preservation

Plan 2011-2015, over
5000 inventory forms
were added to the
statewide historic
properties inventory
just from 2006 to
2010.



Computer Databases for Historic
Property Survey

MHC Memo from 1965

Optical Co-incidence
Retrieval System

“Cards are superimposed over each other, and
light Is shone through them. The points where
light passes through refer you to the information
that you desire.”



Computer Databases

Massachusetts Cultural Resource Information System
MACRIS

Search by Locatio

Massachusetts Cultural Resource Information
System (MACRIS) now online and available to
anyone in the world through the web.



Computer Database Available Online

Helow are the resulis of your search, using the following search critena:
Town(s): Harwich
Resource Type(s): Building

For more information about this page and how to use it, click here

Property Name Street Town --

HEW 424 10 Island Pond Rd Harwich 1900 ‘

HEW.350 Kelley 5t Harnwich 1920 INV

HREW.391 448 Kelley St Harwich

HEW.390 4938 Kelley St Harwich

=
=

HEW 425 63 Kendrick Rd Harwich

HRW.423 260 Lothrop Ave Harwich

E
=

HEW.312 Lower County Rd Harwich

=
=

HREW.354 |Pine Brook Lodge Lower County Rd Harwich

B
=

=
=

HRW.355 Lower County Rd Harwich

=
=

HREW.356 Lower County Rd Harwich

HERW. 357 Lower County Rd Harwich

H
=

=
=

HRW.358 288 Lower County Rd Harwich

Z
=

HEW.293 Main St Harwich

HEW.294 Main 5t Harnwich

=
=

HRW.295 Main 5t Harwich

- -0 rion 3 |_tonis

34

=
=

502 Properties Found




National Register of Historic Places

In 1963, there was no
such thing as the
National Register of
Historic Places.

THE
REGISTRY OF
NATIONAL HISTORIC
LANDMARKS




National Register of Historic Places

Massachusetts
State Historic
Preservation Plan
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At the end of 2010, Massachusetts
remained a national leader in the
National Register program, with more
than 3,800 listings since the start of
the program in 1966, including close to
1,700 National Register Historic
Districts and approximately 77,000
contributing resources.
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Tools for Education

Entéring
WARE CENTER

HISTORIC DISTRICT | =~
— Listed on the |

National Register of Historic Places
Ware Historical Commission

Lowell’s National Register
el 314 Neighborhoods
v,

A HISTORICAL WALKING TOUR

- Whittemore Robbins
House

1800

LOWELL HISTORIC BOARD




Tools for Advocacy




Historic Preservation Bylaws and Ordinances

Does Your Town Have a

Demolition Delay Bylaw?

dﬁ ' R S
e W (SRR
=
(Y e
y

Demolition Delay Bylaws
began around 1980.



Historic Preservation Bylaws and Ordinances

| ocal Historic
Districts

Lddleborongh

Old Kings Highway
Historic District

e o
= |
E P E',im;er ‘Mickerson
X, i - ) State

h Orleans [ tfie
h
/) Pleasant

o Barnstable | ik
R N Harbor - Voo 3
e West Barnstable i 1l \
| Otis Air National » A A T Barnstablar YArmah Port
"Guard Base  Foresflale, > : S / Voo b : L2
Tt Rl g | e g uth Dennis 1 j
SR o= A 9
5 \ ‘_\._‘Mﬁ'lﬂls'-\- st ﬂ“h:if‘ =t Dot~ . Stage.
| Dennis Part= Harbaty ).



Statewide Local Commission Associlation

The Statewide Historic Preservation Plan, 1979

Rl somces o Mestachpucrs “The effectiveness of
the [local] historical
commissions as a
group in influencing
public policy suffers
from the lack of a
Statewide association.

W Massachusetts Historical Commission
mun Tyd1 August 1979




Statewide Local Commission Associlation

The Statewide Historic Preservation Plan,
2011-2015

Massachusetts Even though there are nearly
State Historic 3000 members that make up
Preservation Plan

20112015 the commissions, they are not
e well represented.

Recommendation:
e Establish a statewide

e association of local historical
and historic district
commissions.




| ocal Historic Preservation Plans

ATTION PLAN

T
i

IS I

THE NORTH ADAMS
HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN

PRESERVATION PLAN
FOR BROOKLINE
1983

e
19
» 4
e
.
B
s
=
N
-
—
=2

Fltchburg Hlstorlc
Preservation Plan from
1978.




| ocal Historic Preservation Plans

Barnstable Historic
Preservation Plan

Town of Sandwich

Historic
Preservation
Plan

Prepared for t1l architerts snd the Tawn of Bamstable
Community Opportunities Group, Inc.
Jane 2010

June 2002

Sandwich Barnstable
2002 2010



Local Commission Training Manuals

YEAR

] L - .
P . on Planning
IESTINATION TIMI
YEAR
1. | N HEEEE R F il le T
u I | r i ! | 1] § Py 3§ L | i
- - - -— _: ---' -_— . - - -
PRESENT TIiMIi
""" ) AY YEAR i
- - - - E - — A, 1 - —
i1 | - L LI "ol e _JII
UL BC O gJsvu 1gC U
rNME DEPART

In preparation is a publication of the Massachus
Historical Commission, of suggestions for local Historic:

Commissions.

Yours sincerely,

Richard W. Hale Jr.

Agting Chaiwman
Massackusetts Historical Commiszion



Local Commission Training Manuals




Urban Renewal in Newburyport, MA

Walls Come Tumbling Down

Newburyport Renewal Opens New Vistas and Controversy

RUBBLE OF demolished brick buildings on Inn st,
Newburyport, in view looking toward Market sq.
and the waterfront, Many of the structures were




Newburyport, Massachusetts
Urban Renewal Model
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Newburyport, Massachusetts Today




Newburyport, Massachusetts Today




While the loss of historic

resources continues on...

Tappan House
Newbury, MA

' Demgﬁed In March, 2012

Newbury doesn’t have a demolition delay bylaw.



Imagine what our state would
be like without the dedication
of local historical commissions

DK

’:0"."




A Thought for the Day

REE BRITISH SOLDIERS

RIL 18,1775,




Thank you,
local historical
commissions,

for all your hard
WOrK!

50 Years!
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