
Oct. 2010 thru Jan. 2011: 
Barnstable County Ad Hoc 

Committee on Vegetation Management 
reviews risks of herbicide applications, 

recommends US EPA review and 
further study of impacts on 

Cape Cod soil and water

Feb. thru Dec. 2010: 
CCC conducts field work and GIS analysis to map 

drinking water supply wells and other sensitive areas 
within setback limits of NSTAR’s Cape Cod ROW

2010          2011             2012           2013
|      |      |      |      |      |      |      |      |      |      | |      |      |      |      |      |      |      |      |      |      | |      |      |      |      |      |      |      |      |      |      | |      |      |      |      |      |      |      |      |      |      |

Jan. 2010: 
NSTAR submits 

Yearly Operational Plan
to State

Feb. 2013: 
NSTAR submits 

Five-year Vegetation 
Management Plan 

to State

July 2013: 
NSTAR submits 

Yearly Operational 
Plan to State

October 2013: 
NSTAR to resume 
use of herbicides 
on Cape Cod

NSTAR voluntarily suspends application of herbicides in Cape Cod ROWs 

July 2013: 
CCC accepts for consideration 
the nomination of a Cape-wide 

Fertilizer Management DCPC

Winter 2012 thru Spring 2013: 
CCC consultants review materials 

compiled by CCC, perform survey of 
commercial applicators, and prepare 

draft report about Cape-wide 
use of pesticides and fertilizers

Timeline of Cape Cod Commission (CCC) Activities Related to Pesticide and Fertilizer Use on Cape Cod
• 2010 through 2013 •

Summer 2012: 
CCC consultants conduct

residential survey to quantify
Cape-wide use of pesticides 

and fertilizers

Spring 2012: 
CCC staff and

AmeriCorps member
conduct inventory of 

pesticides and fertilizers 
on shelves of 
local retailers

Aug. 2012: 
Massachusetts House Bill No.04394
limits the ability of municipalities

to implement fertilizer regulations 
while Massachusetts Department

of Agricultural Resources 
reviews the issue

Spring 2013: 
CCC staff develops proposed
groundwater monitoring plan,

which goes unfunded

March 2011: 
CCC adopts Four-Point Vegetation Management and 
Environmental Protection Plan:
1. Mapping public and private drinking water wells
2. Monitoring groundwater for herbicide impacts
3. Quantifying Cape-wide use of pesticides and fertilizers
4. Creating educational materials for all users

FY2013: 
Barnstable County

Regional Government
provides funds for 

Cape-wide inventory and
survey of pesticide and

fertilizer use by all groups


