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+ What is the FYA? 

+ Why the change to the FYA? 

+ Where and when will the FYA 

installed? (MassDOT project update) 

+ How can you learn more? 

FLASHING YELLOW ARROW (FYA): 
PRESENTATION OUTLINE 



PROTECTED/PERMISSIVE 
LEFT-TURN PHASING (PPLT) 

Images courtesy of: NCHRP Report 493: Evaluation of Traffic Signal Displays for Protects/Permissive Left-Turn Control 



Images courtesy of Utah DOT: http://www.udot.utah.gov/main/uconowner.gf?n=200703191029201 

Traditional 
New 

WHAT IS THE FLASHING YELLOW ARROW? 
NEW INDICATION TO REPLACES THE  

GREEN BALL IN A PPLT DISPLAY 

STEADY RED ARROW 
You must stop 

 

STEADY YELLOW ARROW 
Red light is coming - you must stop if it is safe 
 

FLASHING YELLOW ARROW 
You may turn left is there is safe gap in 

oncoming traffic and no pedestrians in your path 
 

STEADY GREEN ARROW 
Proceed with left turn – pedestrians and 

opposing traffic will have a red indication 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IW8oVOO
TApk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IW8oVOOTApk 

FLASHING YELLOW ARROW 
IN ACTION 



WHY THE FLASHING YELLOW ARROW? 

+ Reduce driver confusion - 
reduce “fail critical 
decisions” 

+ Improve safety  

+ Improve uniformity 

+ Decision to use the FYA is 
based on extensive 
research and field studies 

Image courtesy of: NCHRP Report 493: Evaluation of Traffic Signal Displays for 
Protects/Permissive Left-Turn Control 

Vs. 



+ Systematic retrofit – conversion of all 
eligible traffic signals on State Highway 
that operate with PPLT phasing 

+ 350 signals in more that 140 towns 

+ Expected timeframe: 2015-2017 

MASSDOT RETROFIT 
PROJECT 

More information available at: 
http://www.massdot.state.ma.us/highway/Departments/TrafficandSafetyEngineering/TrafficSignals/FlashingYellowArrow.aspx 





+ With proper timing, the flashing yellow arrow 
presents no greater risks to pedestrians than 
other PPLT displays  

FLASHING YELLOW 
ARROW MYTH 
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