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Cape Cod Household Hazardous Waste Report for 2007 

 
This report compiles the results of household hazardous waste collections held in 2007 
in Cape Cod’s 15 towns.  It is hoped that this information will be helpful in refining 
collection programs, increasing their cost effectiveness, and monitoring trends in each 
town and regionally. 
 
The report includes seven numbered tables (eight in total).  The first table describes the 
amount of waste collected.  The second and third tables indicate the number of 
households served in each town and the participation rate based on 2000 Census data 
on year-round households in each town.  The fourth and fifth tables detail the total cost 
per town for waste disposal and provide a cost breakdown per household served.  The 
sixth and seventh tables indicate the number of cars served at each event and the 
resulting cost per car. 
 
Since 2001, Cape Cod towns have held 172 collection events, with most since the 
beginning of the decade being multiple events with joint participation from different 
towns.  This means that year-to-year comparisons of household hazardous waste 
collection events are difficult, and can be somewhat misleading, particularly given that 
many towns now hold joint/multiple collections.  As such, it is important to look at trends 
in the information. 
 
Some conclusions can be drawn from the 2007 data: 
 
• Regional participation rates remained strong.  Twelve towns again achieved 5% or 
greater involvement by their year-round households in 2007.  This is the fifth year of this 
level of participation. 
 
• Costs continued to remain low:  The average cost per household Capewide was 
$23.  In addition, per-participant costs have remained under $30 for the seven years in 
this report, despite the number of events held.  And, waste disposal cost figures since 
2001 have included additional expenses incurred by towns such as advertising or 
paying for a police traffic detail. 
 
• All Cape towns held at least one collection event.   Reciprocal collections, where 
towns join together in sub-regional groups so that residents can participate in multiple 
collections, remains strong on Cape Cod.  Partnerships have developed between 
Harwich, Brewster, and Chatham, and the Upper Cape towns of Bourne, Falmouth, 
Mashpee, and Sandwich held multiple reciprocal events since 2001.  Barnstable 
continues to partner with Yarmouth, and the Outer Cape communities of Provincetown, 
Truro, and Wellfleet continue to work together.  2007 was the third year that Eastham 
and Orleans partnered, allowing residents in both towns to attend two events. 
 
 
The Cape Cod Commission began to compile data on one-day events in 1992.  In the 
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seven years covered in this report, 2001 through 2007, Cape towns collected 294,469 
gallons of household hazardous waste, or an average of 42,067 gallons per year.   
However, this figure represents only a part of the Cape’s household hazardous waste 
management picture.  Towns continue to manage other wastes year-round at recycling 
centers and transfer stations.  This report does not include paint or related materials 
swapped or collected for disposal at paint sheds, or used oil, oil filters, antifreeze, and 
fluorescent light bulbs collected and disposed of through ongoing municipally run 
programs. 
 
The Cape Cod Commission, in cooperation with the Cape Cod Cooperative Extension, 
also continued to distribute a supply of digital thermometers provided by SEMASS at 
household hazardous waste collections.  The intent is to give participants an incentive 
to properly dispose of mercury-containing fever thermometers.  Educational materials 
distributed before collection events also advised people to bring in other mercury-
containing devices for proper disposal.  Information from Cape Cod Cooperative 
Extension indicates that in 2007,approximately 62 pounds of free-flowing mercury, 734 
fever thermometers, 157 lab thermometers, 987 float and electronic switches, and 1,098 
thermostats were collected by Cape towns, businesses, and other organizations. 
 
The Cape Cod Commission staff welcomes comments on this report. 
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