Jeffrey Ribeiro

From: Jonathon Idman

Sent: Friday, May 01, 2015 10:44 AM
To: Jeffrey Ribeiro

Cc: Richard Mansfield

Subject: FW: Sports Complex in Sandwich

From: Lisa Dillon On Behalf Of Front Desk
Sent: Friday, May 01, 2015 10:43 AM

To: Jonathon Idman

Subject: FW: Sports Complex in Sandwich

From: Justin Labdon [mailto:justin@capecodbeachchair.com]
Sent: Friday, May 01, 2015 8:54 AM

To: Front Desk

Subject: RE: Sports Complex in Sandwich

Dear Cape Cod Commission,

| read the "My View" in the Times a couple days ago about the sports complex in Sandwich and thought | would take the
opportunity to weigh in.

| am a native Cape Codder who, against the outgoing tide, returned here to start a business and raise my young
family. Although my wife and | are successful it is no secret the local economy is challenging for most. The fishing
industry has died and the once-great construction trade is trickling off with less and less available land to develop. |
don't envision a big corporation with high paying white collar jobs ever setting up camp on the Cape. Why would
they? Too expensive, too difficult to get to, and most importantly the local population is older and less talented than
that in a metro area. To me it seems the Cape is on a decline- so many tired buildings, empty storefronts, struggling
residents, high cost of living, and younger professionals leaving for greener pastures. Maintaining the "status quo", as
much as many (older) folks want to do so, will not help the cause. That cause being a better economy and a more
attractive place to live for younger families. The Cape is in need of Big Ideas.

As | look at this project concept, it has many "plusses”. It will be it's own draw, separate from our seasonal beaches etc.,
bringing an influx of hundreds/thousands of families to the area year round. As opposed to the controversial Lowes,
which would have sucked biz away from existing local merchants, this is not competing with anything. The constant flow
of visitors will spend money throughout the surrounding businesses and most likely elsewhere on Cape Cod. The center
will provide entry level to managerial level jobs. It will provide construction jobs. The energy brought by the kids and
their parents will be welcome to see in an increasingly elderly population. The potential for college sports tournaments
to enjoy as a spectator, or perhaps even musical festivals etc. if they go that route, would add much needed vitality to
the social fabric of Cape Cod. Particularly in the winter.

| have many friends with kids, as well as nephews, caught up in the sports tournament cycle and they travel around the
country all year round and spend a fortune to attend these events. A first-class facility on the Cape would be very
viable. | hope that the project moves forward.



Regards,

Justin Labdon

President & Chair-Man

Cape Cod Beach Chair Company, Inc.
1150 Queen Anne Rd.

Harwich, MA 02645

800-809-1750
www.capecodbeachchair.com

Like us on Facebook to keep up to date on CCBCC news, events, and special offers/
hteps:/www.facebook.com/capecodbeachchair




