Jeffrey Ribeiro

From: Jonathon Idman

Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2015 11:49 AM
To: Jeffrey Ribeiro

Subject: FW: Sandwich sports complex

From: Lisa Dillon On Behalf Of Front Desk
Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2015 11:49 AM
To: Jonathon Idman

Subject: FW: Sandwich sports complex

From: Douglas Roberson [mailto:dcrb4@comecast.net]
Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2015 9:43 AM

To: Front Desk

Subject: Sandwich sports complex

Ms. Patricia Stebbins has some important points in her letter to the Cape Cod Times today. | urge you to consider them.
Thank you

Douglas C. Roberson
40 Ashumet Avenue
Mashpee, MA 02649-4338

(508) 539-3774

The letter follows:

The sports complex that could eat Sandwich

Oh. My. God. Probably the reaction of Sandwich residents who picked up their Cape Cod Times April 25 and saw the
astonishing drawing of our town’s future on the front page. Much changed from the original plan presented to the town
by the Board of Selectmen, this Brobdingnagian mega-sports complex has become a giant monster steadily increasing
with each “revision,” devouring our town.

The four playing fields have expanded into “seven outdoor fields; a Field House that now will accommodate a
conference center, gymnasium, two hockey rinks, pools for competitive swimming and diving plus TWO hotels, one
bigger and the smaller for spa services” (emphasis added).

The drawing indicates that at least one of the hotels is either six or seven stories high. Does our fire department have
ladders that tall, or the extra manpower? Can our police department handle traffic, security and the possibility of
eruptions that do happen at sports events? Even more urgent is the question of wastewater/sewage disposal and
location. What kind? Will it be in conformity with state regulations? The complex is situated on top of our main aquifer;
where is the waste going? Can our water pipes provide adequate pressure to this constantly growing complex?

The developers and selectmen dismiss the equally urgent question of traffic impact, but a massive complex like this,
going night and day, all year round, will unquestionably clog our roads beyond belief and require the widening of Route
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130, Cotuit Road and Quaker Meetinghouse Road. How will the residents of extensive neighborhoods bordering on
these roads adjust to — or even live with — the traffic coming and going on the new main entrance on Route 130? What
about secondary entrances?

So many unanswered questions have been directed to a hostile Board of Selectmen from residents this past year
objecting to the project. A citizens petition for the special town meeting last fall requested that there be an article on
the May town meeting warrant so taxpayers could provide input on the project before any action was taken. Almost
immediately the selectmen signed the purchase and sale agreement with R.P. Clark Consulting Group. Although the
townspeople voted affirmatively to put the measure on the May meeting, the selectmen have chosen to ignore their
vote. Sadly, that has been the attitude of several board members all along, but ignoring the voices of taxpayers may not
be in the best interest of either board members or the town.

Now, let us consider the former Agilent Technologies property, 56 acres on Peters Pond purchased in 2002 for a cost of
$3.6 million and approved by a count of 181 yes votes versus 67 no votes at town meeting on Nov. 18, 2002. (It seems
that small town meeting votes are not unique to today.) Voters were allegedly told that buying the land would prevent
building lots of new homes with young families who would overfill our schools and that when the selectmen sold the
Golden Triangle they would be able to pay off the $3.6 million with proceeds from that sale. How’s that working out for
us? How much of the debt will be reduced with the picayune $750,000 we got for the Golden Triangle from wealthy out-
of-town high rollers planning to spend $200 million on their pet project? At least one of our current selectmen was
leading the pack on that one, also.

This project affects not only Sandwich but surrounding towns and every one of us who use the bridges. Will the citizens
of Sandwich lie down for this sports nightmare changing our town forever, or will we take action to convince the Cape
Cod Commission that this unwanted and unloved sports aberration is wrong, so wrong, for both Sandwich and Cape
Cod?



