Town of Harwich

Planning Department

May 6, 2016

Jon Idman, Chief Regulatory Officer
Cape Cod Commission

3225 Main Street

Barnstable, MA 02630

Dear Jon,

I met yesterday with Mark Forest regarding the proposed National Grid Mid-Cape Main
Replacement Project. I offer these comments based on Mr. Forest’s representation of the project.

Natural gas mains fit the category of “Essential Services” in the Harwich Zoning Bylaw. As
such, they may be approved by Special Permit in all zoning districts in Harwich. The proposed
route of the gas main replacement matches the current location on Great Western Road, Depot
Street (West Harwich), Queen Anne Road, Depot Road (East and South Harwich), and Route 39.
Since the new main will solely be a replacement of an existing gas main in the public right-of-
way, no new Special Permit is required at this time.

The applicant should contact Harwich Conservation Agent Amy Usowski to see if any review is
required by the Harwich Conservation Commission.

This project is consistent with the goals of the Harwich Local Comprehensive Plan and will
promote economic development by allowing for natural gas service connections throughout
Harwich. We encourage this project to proceed at the earliest possible date to avoid further
interruption of service to new gas customers.

Sincerely,

David H. Spitz,
Town Planner
dspitz@town.harwich.ma.us



