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dredging operation at Rock Harbor in Orleans is expected to end by Dec. 31 as planned, according to 
 Orleans Natural Resources Manager Nathan Sears. The $1.7 million project of the towns of Orleans and 
Eastham began Oct. 1 with the dredging of the shallowest waters. That work required periodic sweeps 

by divers looking for terrapin habitats. No turtles were found, and that portion of the dredging has been 
completed, Sears said. The second phase of dredging, in deeper waters to Cape Cod Bay, will be fi nished by 
year’s end, he said. The dredged material is taken by barge about 13 miles offshore and deposited, Sears said. 
Rock Harbor is a 124-acre salt marsh shared by the two towns, receiving tidal fl ood water from Cape Cod Bay. 
The Rock Harbor marsh has been signifi cantly modifi ed to create a harbor and town-operated boat basin that 
encompasses the lower quarter of the main tidal creek. The dredging should keep the area clear for 10 years, 
according to town offi cials.
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FALMOUTH – A new non-
profit aims to maintain Fal-
mouth’s history by encouraging 
smart redevelopment of historic 
properties that might otherwise 
be demolished. 

The Falmouth Preservation 
Alliance was born after a series 
of losses and near-misses across 
town. Several people had been 
considering ways to intervene 
before historic properties were 
sold to developers; eventually, 
they joined forces to form the 
alliance, according to Barbara 
Weyand, the group’s president. 

Just as a land trust preserves 
open space from development, 
the Falmouth Preservation Alli-
ance would buy properties of 
historic signifi cance before they 
face a wrecking ball. 

But unlike a land trust, the 
properties wouldn’t be kept 

untouched for all time, Weyand 
said. 

“We are not developing a 
series of historical museums,” 
she said. “That is not the goal.” 

Instead, the alliance wants to 
encourage historically appro-
priate ways for developers to 
restore and reuse buildings, she 
said. The goal would be to have 
properties in the trust back in 
the private sector. 

“We are trying to be busi-
ness friendly,” she said. “We 
view historical preservation as 
being directly related to busi-
ness, in that we can provide 
business opportunities for a 
myriad of categories that could 
be involved in the restoration. 
If we preserve the character of 
the town, we can improve the 
economy of the town.”

The most recent of Fal-
mouth’s historic preservation 
crises was the Elm Arch Inn, 

one of the oldest surviving inns 
on the Cape.

The fi ve-bay, two-and-a-half 
story wood frame structure was 
built about 1810 in the style 
of Colonial and early Federal 

periods and was the home of 
a Falmouth sea captain, Silas 
Jones. In 1911, it was turned 
into an inn. Its historical signifi -
cance stems from the growth of 
Falmouth’s tourism economy, 

according to Preservation Mas-
sachusetts, a statewide nonprofi t 
that promotes historic building 
and landscape preservation.

The inn’s license expired in 
April and a development com-
pany, Wald Management, sub-
mitted plans to the town to tear 
down the 24,000-square-foot 
structure and build three duplex 
condominium units in its place. 

The plan was met with fero-
cious opposition from residents 
who feared that the loss would 
further erode Falmouth’s his-
toric character. Wald Manage-
ment eventually withdrew its 
application, after the Falmouth 
Historical Commission referred 
the matter to the Cape Cod 
Commission, which has the 
power to review projects that 
affect historic preservation. 

In August, the commission 
voted to accept the referral, 

which would have delayed 
Wald’s plans for months. 

Preservation Massachusetts 
recently put the Elm Arch Inn 
on its Most Endangered His-
toric Resources list, which it 
has maintained since 1993 to 
highlight endangered historic 
properties across the state. 

The Falmouth Preservation 
Alliance isn’t close to making 
its first purchase but Weyand 
said that rather than wait until 
a chunk of fundraising had 
been done, the group’s leaders 
wanted to go public and start 
building name recognition. 
Its fi rst projects will be educa-
tional, and could include letting 
owners of historic homes know 
about programs to help with 
renovations. 

“It will be a long process 
of increasing education and 
involvement,” Weyand said. 
“We’re trying to ease into the 
town fabric.”

Follow Sean F. Driscoll on 
Twitter: @seanfdriscoll.

A new approach to historic buildings
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A proposition to demolish the historic Elm Arch Inn in Falmouth 
prompted a renewed look at historical preservation in the town.

Online

 www.falmouthpreservation
alliance.org.
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NORTH TRURO – A master 
plan to provide bicyclists and 
pedestrians with safer and more 
enjoyable experiences in Well-
fleet, Truro and Provincetown 
is scheduled to be completed by 
the end of 2015, about four years 
after the idea fi rst arose.

About 50 people gathered 
Thursday afternoon at Truro 
Community Center to give feed-
back to planners from the Cape 
Cod Commission, the Cape Cod 
National Seashore and town bike 
committees. The next workshop is 
planned for February or March.

The concept of a master plan 
got its start in 2011 and then fal-
tered over grant funding and the 
economic downturn’s impact on 
the federal government, accord-
ing to Cape Cod Commission 
planner Martha Hevenor. It took 
until June to fi nalize the $346,500 
federal grant, and now the plan-
ning can be re-energized, Hev-
enor said.

The basic idea is to develop 
an interconnected bicycle and 
pedestrian network that links 
the three towns with the Sea-
shore and with the 
end of the Cape 
Cod Rail Trail. Cur-
rently the 22-mile 
rail trail follows an 
old railroad right-
of-way from South 
Dennis to South 
Wellfl eet. 

The master plan 
would provide guid-
ance for projects 
such as bike trails 
and sidewalks, bicy-
cle accommodations 
on certain routes, 
bicycle and pedes-
trian facility devel-
opment and safety 
improvements. The 
plan will explore 
how to extend the 
rail trail to the end 
of the Cape.

“The future is going to be 
toward bicycling more and 
more,” said Roger Chauvette, a 
member of the Provincetown 
Bicycle Committee . Chauvette 
and others mentioned the need 
to work with police departments 
to help enforce bicycle-riding 
laws and ultimately save lives. 

As part of the Thursday meet-
ing, those attending were asked 
to map out their favorite or typi-
cal biking or walking routes, in a 
group exercise with a large map 
of the three towns and sticky 
dots placed on the map where 
bicycling and walking occurs. 
A second exercise was to show 
on another big, three-town map 
where the dangerous “hot spots” 
are for bicyclists and pedes-
trians, such as roads with no 
shoulders, poor paving and sand 
accumulation. A final exercise 
took place around three town 
maps, where people who live in 

each town discussed where and 
how bike and pedestrian accom-
modations would occur.

In Truro, for example, accord-
ing to Truro Bike and Walkways 
Committee member Karen Snow, 
the use by bicyclists of Route 6A 
in North Truro, particularly at 
Beach Point, is the town’s great-
est challenge, given the narrow 
road and heavy summer traf-
fi c. Also, there are at least four 
crossings of Route 6 that are 
well-used by bicyclists but dan-
gerous: at High Head Beach and 
at Standish Way in North Truro; 
at the merge of routes 6 and 6A; 
and at Castle Road, Snow said.

Wellfleet also must consider 
how bicyclists and pedestrians 
are crossing Route 6, such as at 
Lecount Hollow Road in South 
Wellfl eet, according to Wellfl eet 
Bike and Walkways Committee 
member Sara Hutchings. Other 
concerns are extending the rail 

trail northward, considering 
Ocean View Drive for bike trail 
use and adding sidewalks down-
town, Hutchings said.

State Sen. Daniel Wolf, D-Har-
wich, a bicyclist himself, said he 
planned to bring state govern-
ment offi cials into the discussion 
as well. 

The funding for the master 
plan will pay for staff of the 
Cape Cod Commission and the 
Seashore to compile statistics 
and the information from the 
public, hold further workshop 
and write the plan. The money 
also will pay for a consultant to 
write an environmental assess-
ment, as part of the regulatory 
requirements of the National 
Environmental Policy Act, 
according to Hevenor and Sea-
shore planner Lauren McKean.

Follow Mary Ann Bragg on 
Twitter: @MaryAnnBraggCCT.

Online

For information and to make 
comments through Nov. 24, 
visit capecodcommission.org/
ocbpmp.
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Voters in 12 Barnstable County towns, 
along with those in Nantucket and Dukes 
 counties, will be asked to support a non-
binding referendum question Tuesday that 
calls for the extension of the emergency 
planning zone around the Pilgrim Nuclear 

Power Station to include 
all of the Cape and 
Islands.

Under  the  cur-
rent emergency plan, 
residents of the Cape 
and Islands would be 
expected to “shelter 
in place” if a radioac-
tive release occurred, 

at least until residents within the 10-mile 
radius around the Plymouth plant, known 
as the emergency planning zone, had 
cleared out to safer locations.

The nonbinding question asks whether 
voters want “to instruct the district’s state 
senator to vote in favor of any legislation 
to expand the emergency zone to include 
all of Barnstable, Dukes and Nantucket 
counties.”

Federal emergency management experts 
must produce an evacuation plan for all 
communities in an emergency zone.

Sen. Daniel Wolf, D-Harwich, is current 
senator for the Cape and Islands district. He 
faces a challenge on Tuesday’s ballot from 
Ronald Beaty, a Barnstable Republican.

The senate district includes both islands 
and all towns in Barnstable County except 
for Bourne, Falmouth and Sandwich, 
which fall into the Plymouth and Barn-
stable district.

The petition placing the question on the 
ballot for the Cape and Islands district was 
submitted by the Cape Downwinders, a 
Pilgrim watchdog group that gathered the 

necessary 1,200 voter signatures.
Downwinders founder Diane Turco 

recently explained the measure is one 
more effort to get the emergency planning 
zone expanded to include the Cape.

DThe only way to ensure safety for Cape 
residents is to close the plant, they argue.

“This question to expand the emergency 
planning zone will force the federal gov-
ernment to look at our unique geographic 
situation and understand the serious risk 
the Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station poses 
for Cape Cod,” Turco said.

State Rep. Sarah Peake, D-Province-
town, sponsored a bill last year to expand 
the emergency planning zone around 
Plymouth and to instruct the Massachu-
setts Emergency Management Agency to 
devise a detailed plan for evacuating Cape 
and Islands residents should a radioactive 
release occur.

The measure was stalled in the Joint 
Committee on Public Health and died 
when the legislative session ended in July.

Peake recently said the nonbinding ques-
tion would help keep the focus on safety 
issues related to the plant and put a little 
clout behind the bill she plans to refi le.

Follow Christine Legere on Twitter: @
chrislegereCCT.

QUESTION 5
The following nonbinding referendum 

will be on ballots in the Cape and 
Islands Senate district on Tuesday. The 
district includes all Cape and Islands 
towns except for Bourne, Falmouth 

and Sandwich. 

 Shall the state senator from this dis-
trict be instructed to vote in favor of leg-
islation to expand the radiological Plume 
Exposure Emergency Planning Zone 
around the Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station 
in Plymouth, an approximately 10-mile-
radius area, to include all of Barnstable, 
Dukes and Nantucket counties?

DREDGE REPORT
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Provincetown Bicycle Committee member 
Jeff Epstein, left, and Alison Leschen of 
Falmouth and Truro look at maps of the Outer 
Cape. The two attended a planning meeting 
Thursday at the Truro Community Center to 
plan for a bicycle and pedestrian system of 
trails from the end of the Cape Cod Rail Trail 
in South Wellfl eet to Provincetown.


