
Massachusetts 
Association of 

Historic Preservation 
Commissions 



 The Massachusetts Historical Commission 

  Established in 1963 to identify, evaluate and protect the 

 significant historic and archaeological assets of the 
 Commonwealth. 
 

  Staff at the MHC includes architectural historians, 

 preservation planners, planners, archaeologists and 
 architects. 



 Local Government Programs at 
the Massachusetts  

Historical Commission 

Assisting all 351 Cities and Towns of Massachusetts in 
Community-Wide Historic Preservation Planning. 

 
Primarily, the Local Historical Commissions and Historic District 

Commissions 



50 Years of Local Historical 
Commissions 

1963-2013 



The Statewide Historic Preservation Plan, 
1979  

“The effectiveness 
of the [local] 
historical 
commissions as a 
group in influencing 
public policy suffers 
from the lack of a 
statewide 
association.”   



The Statewide Historic Preservation Plan,   
2011-2015 

Even though there are 
nearly 3000 members that 
make up the commissions, 
they are not well 
represented.  
 
Recommendation:   
Establish a statewide 
association of local 
historical and historic 
district commissions. 



Who Ya Gonna Call? 

3 ½ Years on my regional 
school committee 

Who was our advocate for the needs 
of school committees? 



Massachusetts Association of  

School Committees  



Massachusetts Association of 

Conservation Commissions 



Massachusetts Association of 

Agricultural Commissions 



Massachusetts Association of  

Health Boards 



Who is missing from this list? 

Massachusetts Selectmens Association 

 

City Solicitors and Town Counsel 

Association 

 

Massachusetts Association of Assessing 

Officers 

 

Massachusetts Association of Councils 

on Aging 



“Representing the interests of local historical 
commissions and historic district commissions of 

Massachusetts” 

Massachusetts 
Association of 

Historic 
Preservation 
Commissions 



Who is ready to join me in 
this quest? 



What would you like to see 

on a MAHPC website? 

Let’s start small.   

How about a Massachusetts 

Association of Historic 

Preservation Commissions 

website? 



I am greatly  

impressed by  

the dedication  

and superhuman  

volunteer efforts  

of local historical commissions 

and historic district commissions. 



A big thank you for serving on 

your local historical commission 

and historic district commission! 


