
Ferti l izer Management  

DCPC 
Distr ict of Crit ical Planning Concern 

 



July | 25 | 2013 

Fertilizer Management  
District of Critical Planning Concern 

• Self-Nominated by the Cape Cod 
Commission 
 

• Proposed as a Cape-Wide DCPC 
 

• Regulations in Falmouth & Orleans  
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What is a DCPC? 

• Unique Planning & Regulatory Tool 
 

• DCPC Designation Protects & 
Promotes Resources or Values of Local 
or Regional Significance 
 

• Administered by a Town or Towns 
through Implementing Regulations 
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• Excess Nitrogen has Impaired Water 
Quality, Caused Ecological Damage & 
Threatened Drinking Water 
 

• Fertilizer (especially residential) is an 
Important & Controllable Source of 
Nitrogen 
 

Why is a Fertilizer DCPC 
Needed? 
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How Will a Fertilizer DCPC 
Help? 

• Education 
 

• Enforceable Regulations 
 
 

• Best Management Practices 
 

Cost Effective & Efficient Nitrogen Reduction 
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• Recent Amendments to Chapter 128 
of the Massachusetts General Laws 
 

Why Now? 

 
− Massachusetts Department of Agricultural 

Resources has Exclusive Jurisdiction 
 
− Exception for Cape Cod Commission Act 

 
− January 1, 2014 Deadline 
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How Will a Fertilizer DCPC 
Work? 

• Draft Model Bylaw – drafted by Cape 
Cod Commission Staff with input from 
Towns, UMass Extension Program & MA 
Dept. of Agriculture 
 

• Voluntary Opt-In By Towns to Adopt 
Implementing Regulations 
 

• Approval of DCPC Designation 
 



July | 25 | 2013 

Draft Model Bylaw 

• Appropriate time, place  & manner 
restriction on applications 
 

• Exemptions 
– Agricultural & Horticultural Uses 
– Establishment of New Turf 
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If the Nomination is 
Accepted – Next Steps 

• CCC Public Hearing 
 

• AOD Adoption of Designation by Ordinance  
 

• CCC Will Vote on Proposed DCPC Designation 
 

• Town Adoption of Implementing Regulations  
 

• CCC Certification of Implementing Regulations 
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