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Testimony for Next Public Hearing 

on Bourne Wind Turbine Project
CCC hearing on New Generation Wind Project continued to June 16

BARNSTABLE COUNTY, MA -- The Cape Cod Commission subcommittee reviewing the proposed New Generation Wind Project in Bourne will pick up where it left off at the May 17 public hearing, continuing to take testimony about the seven-turbine, 17-megawatt wind-energy generation proposal on Thursday, June 16, 2011, in the library of the Bourne High School. The hearing is scheduled to begin at 4:30 p.m.

Acknowledging that the start time may be too early for some interested persons to attend the beginning of the hearing on the Development of Regional Impact (DRI), the subcommittee assures residents that it will remain on site until 8:30 p.m., taking testimony on a first-come, first-served basis from a sign-in sheet at the hearing. The subcommittee chair will determine the length of time allocated to each person or group, based on the number of attendees wishing to speak. The sign-in sheet will remain available throughout the hearing for anyone who may arrive late. 

“Public testimony is an important reason we hold these hearings,” notes Commission Counsel Jessica Wielgus. “Subcommittee members who review DRIs take their responsibilities seriously because they live and work on the Cape, too. They care what is happening in our communities, they want active public participation, and they try hard to be accommodating to work and family schedules.”

All are welcome to attend Commission hearings, whether they wish to speak or not. The New Generation proposal has elicited high interest not only in Bourne but also around the region. “The 4:30 p.m. start was selected to ensure we have enough time for everyone who wants to be heard to have that opportunity,” explains Wielgus.

In addition to the June 16th sign-in process described above, the Commission subcommittee will follow “Procedures for Extended Testimony” to accommodate those who desire additional time to testify. Instructions are posted on the web page: www.capecodcommission.org/newgeneration/NGW_extendedtest.doc 

It is not necessary to register in advance if not applying for extended testimony. Requests for extended testimony, however, should be written or e-mailed to Regulatory Officer Page Czepiga before noon on May 31, 2011. 

Those planning to attend the hearing late should inform Czepiga of their interest in testifying. The subcommittee is unable to reserve specific time slots for speakers.

Those unable to attend may submit testimony to the Commission in writing (P.O. Box 226, Barnstable, MA 02630) at any time until the hearing period closes. 

ABOUT THE CAPE COD COMMISSION:

Cape Cod Commission is the regional land use planning and regulatory agency created in 1990 to serve the citizens and 15 towns that comprise Barnstable County, Massachusetts, better known as Cape Cod. The Commission works toward maintaining a healthy balance between economic progress and environmental vitality. “Keeping a special place special” describes the agency’s mission to protect the region’s unique qualities. The 19-member volunteer Cape Cod Commission board represents a wide spectrum of the community and provides oversight for a staff of 40 professionals. The Commission is responsible for regional planning, policy, and regulations to help manage growth, and the agency supports the Cape’s 15 towns with cost-effective planning and technical services. For more information, visit:  www.capecodcommission.org
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