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Barnstable County Takes Long View on Solid Waste

By Patty Daley, Director of Technical Services, Cape Cod Commission 

The December 11th Cape Cod Times editorial correctly notes that the cost of disposing of the Cape's solid waste may double in 2015 when the 20-year waste-disposal contracts between the majority of Cape towns and SEMASS will expire. Given the likelihood of a cost increase, the region has a pressing need to identify realistic, cost-effective means for waste disposal now. 

The Cape Cod Solid Waste Contract Advisory Committee (SWCAC), formed by the Barnstable County Commissioners to investigate options for future solid-waste disposal, affirms that any long-term contract must include the flexibility to divert recyclables, organics, and other segments of the waste stream that can be reused, recycled, or put to a higher purpose. 

While the SWCAC is focusing on solid-waste disposal contracts, the county is advancing long-term waste-minimization strategies. For example, the region's Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) identifies waste minimization as a regional priority project. To advance the priority, the Cape Cod Commission is collaborating with CIRenew to secure funding from the US Environmental Protection Agency for a municipal workshop on waste minimization. When the Massachusetts Department of Environment Protection makes anticipated grant funding available, the Commission intends to seek funds to study feasible long-term waste-management options. 

No matter how comprehensive the region's recycling program, however, there will remain a need for some cost-carrying solid waste disposal. Nantucket, a national model for "zero waste," exports eight percent of materials collected. Even after Cape Cod reaches the Regional Policy Plan's stated goal -- a 60-percent recycling rate -- the region will still need a disposal solution for the remainder of its waste. 

Waste reduction is the most desired long-term approach for Cape Cod. More recycling reduces the amount of waste to be disposed and therefore reduces municipal disposal costs. This makes economic as well as environmental sense. Barnstable County, the Cape Cod Commission, and the SWCAC are committed to meeting waste reduction and recycling goals that support a healthy environment and a healthy local economy. Consistent with the goals of the Regional Policy Plan, these partners continue to encourage all residents and visitors to adopt ways to minimize waste from the start. 
