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NEW REGIONAL ‘READY RENTER LIST’ 
FILLS QUICKLY

More than 60 applicants seek standing on the wait list for affordable rental housing 

BARNSTABLE COUNTY, MA — The Regional “Ready Renter” Program introduced last month produced what it promised: a long waiting list of income-eligible residents needing affordable rental housing. The application period closed in mid April; the lottery held today determined the placement of each qualified applicant on a waiting list for notification when rental units in smaller affordable rental developments, accessory apartments, and "shop top housing" (rentals on top of retail stores) become available.

“The program attracted more than 60 applicants who qualify for smaller-scale affordable rental units as vacancies arise,” explains Cape Cod Commission Affordable Housing Specialist Paul Ruchinskas, one of the coordinators of the new regional list. “We will soon notify applicants of their placement on the list. Whenever a unit next becomes available, we will refer those at the top of the list to the unit’s landlord, who will have the option to choose anyone from that list.”

The goal of the program is to create a more efficient and cost-effective process for towns, renters, and property owners for small-scale affordable rental housing projects. 

—MORE—

Five towns are participating in the new regional program administered by the Cape Cod Commission: Barnstable, Chatham, Dennis, Harwich, and Yarmouth. Funding for the program has been provided by the Commission, the Massachusetts Housing Partnership, and the five participating towns.

For more information, see the web site:  www.capecodcommission.org/housing/renters/
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