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ive years later, it’s hard to remember how 
desperate the U.S. economy was in the win-
ter of 2009. The stock markets had fallen 
through the floor. Home values had plum-

meted. The economy was bleeding jobs: 800,000 
jobs were lost in January alone.

Congress and the new presi-
dent worked quickly to ad-
dress the crisis. After intense 

debate – and over intense opposition – Congress 
approved a $787 billion package of tax cuts, social 
net spending, aid to states and public investment.

It turned out to be too small, in part because it 
was based on optimistic assumptions. A 4-percent 
contraction of the economy in the fourth quarter 
of 2008 was later revised to 8 percent. Instead of 
adding to the stimulus, Congress shifted sharply 
to an austerity policy after the 2010 elections, 
sacrificing job creation for deficit reduction.

But five years later, the numbers show the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
stopped the bleeding. Job losses turned to em-
ployment gains, however slowly. A report recent-
ly released by the White House shows the stimu-
lus added 2 to 2.5 percent to GDP from late 2009 
to mid-2011, the difference between slow growth 
and a continued recession.

Partisan cynics like George Will still criticize 
“the sluggish recovery,” but it is nonetheless a 
recovery and not a continuing recession. And 
the economy would be even less sluggish if the 
stimulus were larger in the first place and the 
austerity policy delayed another year or two. 

After all, public investments in the ARRA have 
paid off. As Michael Grunwald, whose book, “The 
New New Deal,” documented the stimulus, notes, 
the act jump-started America’s green energy sec-
tor, funded huge gains in electronic health re-
cords, a big expansion of broadband, and funded 
Race To The Top, an ambitious and successful 
education reform program.

All this came at a manageable cost. Nearly 
all the money was spent in the first two years, 
adding just .1 percent to the 75-year federal debt 
projections – a figure that would be much higher 
if the recession had continued.

In short, the stimulus was successful. Ample 
evidence suggests that while stimulus aids eco-
nomic recovery, austerity hinders it. Just look 
at Europe, which chose austerity and is still far 
behind the U.S. in recovery.

The next time a recession hits, as it no doubt 
will, our nation’s leaders should remember the 
valuable lessons from the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act.
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By KRISTY SENATORI 

ape Cod attracts 
residents, visitors and 
second-homeowners 
primarily because of 

our 560 miles of coastline and 
beaches, our 15 unique towns, 
and our National Seashore. By 
the time President Kennedy 
introduced the world to Cape 
Cod in the 1960s, the region 
was already growing rapidly. 

The resident population 
increase in the 1960s culmi-
nated in a 53 percent growth 
rate in the 1980s, a rate 
unmatched in the state or the 
nation. While home building 
kept pace with new market 
demands, the infrastructure 
needed to support it did not. 

The current resident popula-
tion is just over 215,000 with 
the summer population often 
well in  excess of 500,000. As 
population projections show 
modest growth (4 percent) for 
Massachusetts through 2030 
and even more modest growth 
(0.4 percent) during that time 
for Barnstable County, our 
challenge is no longer popula-
tion growth; it is quality eco-
nomic development for the next 
generation.

Across the nation birth rates, 
fertility rates, and marriage 
rates are low, there is a higher 
average age, greater popula-
tion diversity, and a significant 
change in the retail industry. 
Recent market analyses show 
that opportunities exist on 
Cape Cod for manufacturing 
and professional services with 
the region capable of support-
ing 2 million square feet of 
additional retail space over 
the next 30 years and 900,000 
square feet of new office space 
over the next 10 years. 

Limited by our own geogra-
phy and with climate change 
and sea-level rise at the fore-
front of every development dis-
cussion, we need to get smarter 
about the type and location of 
development we promote and 
attract to the region. We need to 
stimulate redevelopment, des-
ignate economic growth areas, 
increase the Cape’s commercial 
tax base, and increase quality 
year-round jobs. 

The Cape Cod Commis-
sion’s charge in part is to 
“anticipate, guide and coordi-
nate the rate and location of 
development with the capital 
facilities necessary to support 
such development.” In the first 

step towards a new economy, 
a 2009 Assembly of Delegates 
vote gave the towns the ability 
to change Commission review 
thresholds at the regional level 
to guide growth toward areas 
that are adequately supported 
by infrastructure and away 
from areas that must be pro-
tected for ecological, historical 
or other reasons. Not one town 
has raised Commission review 
thresholds.

In the past two years, the 
expansions of Hydroid in 
Bourne and Teledyne Benthos 
in Falmouth tripped manda-
tory review thresholds. These 
companies offer competitive 
average annual wages, expect 
significant employment 
increases and are building envi-
ronmentally responsible build-
ings in locations with adequate 
infrastructure. The Commission 
needed a process to exempt  
review of such projects, and 
last fall we advanced such 
change. 

The Commission is prepar-
ing to raise review thresholds 
to attract like businesses to the 
region and encourage the type 
of research and development 
facilities that pay off-Cape 
wages in several  industrial and 

service trade areas across the 
region.

The next Regional Policy 
Plan will continue the work 
started in 2009, providing 
towns increased flexibility 
over what happens within 
their borders, while maintain-
ing the regional protections  
encompassed in the Cape Cod 
Commission Act. The required 
update of the Regional Policy 
Plan was intended to accommo-
date the evolutionary nature of 
the Cape’s environmental and 
economic needs. 

Without a change in course, 
the future economic viability 
and sustainability of Cape 
Cod is in question. We need to 
promote expedited permitting, 
substitute traditional land use 
and  development patterns with 
increased density of housing 
and commercial in economic 
centers, promote redevelop-
ment over new development, 
increase inter-jurisdictional 
cooperation and work together 
as a region, as one Cape, to 
shape the future of our econ-
omy.

Kristy Senatori is deputy 
director of the Cape Cod 
Commission.
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ukushima three years out 
and the news just keeps 
getting worse. In Japan, 
the news stories about 

extent of radiation pollution 
of air and water and exposure 
of plant workers make one 

grateful not to live on 
that island. But the 
evidence mounts 
of a disaster with 
worldwide implica-

tions. The usu-
ally conservative 

American 
Medical As-
sociation is 
calling on the 
government 

to monitor and make public 
radiation levels in seafood.

Although it didn’t get the 
coverage in the U.S. media it 
deserved, there was a period 
some weeks back when Fuku-
shima workers performed a 
delicate operation of removing 
more than 1,300 spent fuel rods 
from an unstable pool described 
by one source as “humankind’s 
most dangerous moment since 
the Cuban missile crisis.”

Sobered by Fukushima’s 
developing dangers, two former 
chairmen of the Nuclear Regu-

latory Commission – regarded 
by many as more industry 
cheerleader than watchdog – 
have come out against nuclear 
power in general as an unten-
able power source.

Against the backdrop of the 
planetary struggle over the 
dubious future of nuclear power, 
our own struggle here on Cape 
Cod seems to be reaching criti-
cal mass. Cape citizens continue 
to have a stronger reason than 
most to oppose if not nuclear 
power anywhere, at least the 
irresponsible placement (and 
re-licensing) of the one just 
upwind from us in Plymouth.

Our Pilgrim Nuclear Power 
Station problem should by 
now be among the more well-
known facts of life here, having 
been in the news almost con-
stantly for the past year. Pil-
grim’s frequent forced closures 
and other glitches have put it 
on the shortlist of the nation’s 
poorest performing plants. 
Entergy, the for-profit company 
that owns Pilgrim, closed Ver-
mont Yankee for reasons that 
would seem to argue for clo-
sure of its twin sister plant in 
Plymouth. (Seems that obeying 
all the required safety mea-

sures made it unprofitable.)
Most compelling: 41 years 

into the nuclear era, there still 
is no evacuation plan for the 
Cape. And none imaginable.

All Cape town meetings have 
voted to demand the closure of 
Pilgrim. How long will Entergy 
(and the NRC) hold out against 
the logic of closure and the clear 
will of those most vulnerable?

What will it take?
How about Gov. Deval 

Patrick adding to his legacy 
by acknowledging the votes of 
Cape towns and, based on that 
clear mandate, doing all in his 
power to close down the plant?

U.S. Rep. William Keating 
claims to be sympathetic to 
those worried about Pilgrim; 
how about using the power 
of his office to make a clear, 
strong public statement calling 
for its closure? (The headline 
for the story covering state 
Sen. Daniel Wolf’s recent 
speech at a Brewster church: 
“Sen. Wolf: Pilgrim nuclear 
plant needs to go.”)

U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Warren 
has been, for her, remarkably 
quiet on this. What about bring-
ing to bear on Entergy and the 
NRC the energy and determina-

tion with which she has been 
effectively cudgeling big banks?

And the town of Plymouth, 
host of Pilgrim and recipient of 
all those tax benefits over the 
years? Now that many Plym-
outh citizens and officials are 
sobered about the danger in 
their midst, are there not moves 
to be made by the board of 
health or the selectmen against 
the company for breaking the 
terms of the original contract? 
(As has been widely publicized, 
the current number of festering 
spent fuel rods is four times the 
800 design maximum.)

There is a campaign to 
finance a full-page ad in this 
paper consisting of many hun-
dreds demanding the closure 
of Pilgrim. For more informa-
tion or to add your name to 
this honor roll of those stand-
ing up to demand the end of 
this shadow on our lives, go to 
www.capedownwinders.org or 
send an email to closepilgrim@
gmail.com.

Brent Harold of Wellfleet, a 
former English professor, blogs 
at brentharoldjournal.com. 
Email him at kinnacum@gmail.
com
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