[image: image1.jpg]@)

CAPE COD
COMMISSION



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  December 19, 2011
Information from the
CAPE COD COMMISSION
Barnstable County
   
MEDIA CONTACTS:
Tabitha Harkin, Special Projects Coordinator/Landscape Design Specialist
Phil Dascombe, Senior Community Design Planner
Sarah Korjeff, Planner/Historic Preservation Specialist
Sharon Rooney, Chief Planner
Cape Cod Commission
(508) 362-3828
www.capecodcommission.org


CCC's Streetscape Plan for Orleans Lauded as
"An Excellent Blueprint for Investment 
in Community Improvements"


BARNSTABLE COUNTY, MA -- The Orleans Board of Selectmen recently granted unanimous approval to recommended principles in the Cape Cod Commission’s 2011 Orleans Streetscape Plan. The plan documents a year-long state-funded effort by the Commission’s staff in partnership with Orleans community groups. The streetscape plan recommends improvements to the circulation, furniture, lighting, signage, and landscaping of Orleans Village Center. 
 
According to Orleans Director of Planning and Community Development George Meservey, “The Cape Cod Commission provided the professional expertise necessary to evaluate our village center and recommend an overall plan that will improve the attractiveness and function of the core business district of Orleans."
 
Commission staff sought and received input from a variety of stakeholders, and the draft plan was widely accepted at its initial presentation.  
 
"We hope to take the elements of this plan forward as the village center is transformed by public and private investment,” adds Meservey.
 
The Commission's staff worked with the Orleans Planning Board and the Orleans Community Partnership (OCP). John Fallender, a member of both groups, offers praise for the generosity and expertise of the Commission staff in developing the streetscape 
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plan. "The Planning Board and the OCP enthusiastically endorses the streetscape plan, and we have just formed a project development committee to set priorities for and work on the plan's recommendations." He calls the plan "an excellent blueprint for investment in community improvements," and believes the improvements can be undertaken with private funding, grants, and working in partnership with other organizations and departments.
 
Commission Special Projects Coordinator/Landscape Design Specialist Tabitha Harkin managed the project, alongside Senior Community Design Planner Phil Dascombe, Planner and Historic Preservation Specialist Sarah Korjeff, and Chief Planner Sharon Rooney. Harkin believes the plan highlights the effectiveness of the Commission team's community design services, which include a variety of technical resources and expertise in several disciplines, such as site design, planning, economic development, architecture, historic preservation, and landscape architecture, "as evidenced in the plan’s illustrative and computer renderings, GIS mapping, and landscape design plans." 
 
Steve Bornemeier, vice chair of the Orleans Planning Board, testifies to the quality of the work. "The streetscape plan prepared for the Town of Orleans is an exceptionally useful document for the Orleans Village Center Vitalization process. Not only did Tabitha and the rest of the staff team grasp the unique physical and cultural character of Orleans, they translated this understanding into a practical set of recommendations, prospective specifications, and implementation steps. The team was highly responsive to community concerns and suggestions that arose in the design charrette and progress review meetings, resulting in a final plan that will be immensely productive in generating substantial positive change for the Town of Orleans."
 
The Commission's services are available to all 15 Cape Cod towns. Interested persons may contact Harkin, Dascombe, Korjeff, or Rooney to inquire about them.
 
A copy of the 2011 Orleans Village Center Streetscape Plan may be downloaded from the web site:  www.capecodcommission.org
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