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Cape Cod Commission Receives 
EPA’s 2010 “Clean Air Excellence Award” 
BARNSTABLE COUNTY, MA – The Cape Cod Commission received the US Environmental Protection Agency’s 2010 “Clean Air Excellence Award” at a ceremony today in Washington, DC.

The Commission’s performance standards for energy components of developments, as established in the 2009 Cape Cod Regional Policy Plan, earned the land use planning, regulatory, and economic development agency the award in EPA’s ‘Regulatory Policy Innovations’ category. The Regional Policy Plan’s standards promote energy efficiency and require on-site renewable-energy generation by building proposals undergoing Cape Cod Commission review.


The EPA’s awards program, established in 2000 at the recommendation of the Clean Air Act Advisory Committee, annually recognizes and honors outstanding innovative efforts to help make progress in achieving cleaner air. Award-winning entries must directly or indirectly reduce pollutant emissions, demonstrate innovation, offer sustainable outcomes, and provide a model for others to follow.
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“The award recognizes the Commission’s role as a preeminent planning agency working on the cutting edge of energy policy development,” says Cape Cod Commission Executive Director Paul Niedzwiecki. “Our approach to energy efficiency and renewable energy on Cape Cod is a comprehensive one. We emphasize the importance of distributed generation, diversity, and innovation. We encourage projects scaled appropriately for our region and the features that make Cape Cod so special. ”

Niedzwiecki accepted the award on behalf of the Commission at the Clean Air Excellence Awards Ceremony in the nation’s capital. Joining him were Commission Deputy Director Patty Daley and Planner/Energy Specialist Ryan Christenberry, the chief author of the energy section of the 2009 Regional Policy Plan.

Christenberry worked with renewable energy proponents, environmental planners, and potential developers to craft the regional standards. Development proposals above a certain threshold must be designed to earn ENERGY STAR® certification, use efficient building-envelope design standards, and meet 10 percent of their electrical demand through on-site renewable-energy generation. Flexible waiver criteria encourage innovation for projects with certain site constraints.

As one example, Christenberry points to a new facility in Hyannis that F.W. Webb, the Northeast’s largest plumbing and heating supply company, redeveloped following the standards of the 2009 Regional Policy Plan. 

“F.W. Webb’s 60,000 square foot warehouse/office redevelopment is an outstanding example of the suitability and application of the plan’s energy standards,” she says. “The company embraced the regulations and achieved an innovative building design that has become a model for facilities in the future.”

The F.W. Webb facility features a hybrid solar thermal and geothermal heating system consisting of 9 percent solar energy, 62 percent geothermal energy, and 29 percent 
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electrical energy to replace all of the natural gas for heating needs. The project realizes an estimated energy cost saving of $20,000 a year and avoids the addition of 722 metric tons of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere annually.

 
The Cape Cod Regional Policy Plan is available on the web site: 

www.capecodcommission.org/RPP


ABOUT THE CAPE COD COMMISSION:

Cape Cod Commission is the regional land use planning and regulatory agency created in 1990 to serve the citizens and 15 towns that comprise Barnstable County, Massachusetts, better known as Cape Cod. The Commission works toward maintaining a healthy balance between economic progress and environmental vitality. “Keeping a special place special” describes the agency’s mission to protect the region’s unique qualities. The 19-member volunteer Cape Cod Commission board represents a wide spectrum of the community and provides oversight for a staff of 40 professionals. The Commission is responsible for regional planning, policy, and regulations to help manage growth, and the agency supports the Cape’s 15 towns with cost-effective planning and technical services. For more information, visit: www.capecodcommission.org
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