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CCC Proposes Four-point Plan to Pursue Pesticide Concerns



BARNSTABLE COUNTY, MA -- The Cape Cod Commission today proposed to the Barnstable County Commissioners a four-point plan to advance previous work conducted by the County's Ad Hoc Committee on Vegetation Management and Risk Assessment. 

Speaking before the County Commissioners, Executive Director Paul Niedzwiecki outlined the proposed plan's components: 

· Mapping of public and private drinking water supply wells in the NSTAR utility rights-of-way to protect public health and the environment by ensuring that herbicide application avoids existing sensitive receptors 

· Monitoring groundwater for potential herbicide impacts along rights-of-way, taking pre-application (baseline) and post-application readings to assess the potential presence of herbicides in groundwater 

· Initiating a Cape-wide study of pesticide and fertilizer use, to gather and examine data from all users of pesticides and fertilizers, including utilities, commercial operations such as golf courses and landscape services, government and institutional users, agricultural operations, and residents 

· Building better public understanding through education and outreach about best practices for all pesticide and fertilizer users 

"We believe all elements of this plan must be pursued to ensure a comprehensive approach to the issues that prompted NSTAR's moratorium on herbicide spraying in its utility rights-of-way," Niedzwiecki explained. "By gathering the necessary data -- from all sources and users -- we will be in a better position to set and pursue goals to reduce overall usage in the region." 

The Commission began mapping work in 2010 and will complete it this winter, using its Geographic Information System capabilities and on-the-ground identification/verification of wells in the field. The monitoring component of the plan would be a new endeavor for which the Commission would work with the state Department of Agricultural Resources and NSTAR. The Cape-wide study of pesticide and fertilizer use would be another new initiative aimed at understanding the magnitude and impacts of usage across the region, and the education component would reach residential and commercial users, as well as provide elected officials and governmental authorities with the data they need to craft potential legislative and policy solutions. 

"Current estimates indicate that residential properties apply the most pesticides and herbicides in the region," Niedzwiecki emphasized. 

The Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources this year estimated the amount of pesticides annually applied on Cape Cod. Of that total, 82 percent are applied on residential properties, 9 percent are applied on commercial properties, 6 percent are applied on golf courses, and 3 percent are applied on cranberry bogs. By comparison, it is estimated that about 1 percent of the annual total is applied in utility rights-of-way. 

"The Commission's role in all matters relating to groundwater protection is to gain and use accurate data for informed policy making," said Niedzwiecki. "With accurate data, we can better set goals to reduce the use of harmful chemicals. Those goals can then be built into the Cape Cod Regional Policy Plan, and we can better recommend best management practices for all users." 

The Barnstable County Commissioners indicated general support for the four-point plan put forth by the Cape Cod Commission today. Commissioner Sheila Lyons noted: "This is the next step conceived by the ad hoc committee process." 
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