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A GUIDE TC THE USE OF THESE DATA

The sample for the Cape Cod Residents’ Survey was designed
to permit town by town comparisons. Instead of sampling randomly
so that the number of people who were selected to receive
questionnaires is proportional to the size of the town, we
sampled the same number of people in each town.

The total sample size for the questionnaire mailout was
4005, the largest size possible within our budget. Divided by
the fifteen towns, however, this means that only 267 people were
sampled in each town. The number of returned questionnaire was
2437, representing a response rate of 67 percent of the eligible
households for the Cape as a whole.

The number of responses for each town varies from 100 to 195
depending on the quality of the address list and the response
rate for that particular town. In some towns more questionnaires
were returned by the post office with "addressee unknown” stamps
than others. Table one of this appendix gives town by town data
on the response rate.

It is important to take the small sample sizes into account
in extrapolating from the findings reported here to the entire
population for a given town. The sampling error for percentages
based on 100 cases is 9-10 percent and for 200 cases it is 6-7
percent. This means that the observed result for Barnstable of
17 percent who said the quality of life in the summer is "very
desirable” could actually be as low as 7 percent or as high as 27
percent. This is the error range. Put another way, 17 percent
is the best estimate, plus or minus 9-10 percent.

In comparing the responses for one town with those for
another, as a rough rule of thumb any difference must be at least
as large as 12 percent to be statistically significant 95 times
out of 100. Differences smaller than 12 percent may be due to
chance variation owing to the relatively small size of the
samples.

In what follows, each question is identified with a brief
label. For the full text of the question see the questionnaire
contained in Appendix B of the Cape Cod Residents Survey, Final
Report (April 1991). This report also contains a description of
the sampling procedures (Appendix A) and the findings for the
Cape as a whole.

Robert Cameron Mitchell
Clark University
April 25, 1991



RESPONSE RATE BY TOWN

Number Number Number Response
Undeliverable Eligible+ Returned Rate
Barnstable* 7 197 127 64%
Bourne¥* 29 238 156 65
Brewster 9 258 156 60
Chatham 9 258 195 .76
Dennis 7 260 192 72
Eastham¥* 36 231 167 72
Falmoutﬁ 24 243 162 67
Harwich 12 255 173 68
Mashpee 62 208 103 50
Orleans 14 253 168 66
Provincetown* 37 230 120 52
Sandwich* 13 254 152 60
Truro 7 260" 175 67
Wellfleet 4 263 188 71

Yarmouth* 14 253 193 76

* Did not have correct mailing addresses for all residents in
these towns.

+ Oout of 267 surveys sent to each town.
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