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Commission staff attended a joint meeting of the Falmouth Board of Selectmen and Planning Board on 

March 12, 2016, held in the Falmouth Selectmen’s room in Town Hall. Heather McElroy gave a brief 

overview of the Davis Straits Planning Study Scope of Work, and sought comment from the boards on 

their vision for the study area. Board members, and a few members of the public and staff offered the 

following comments: 

There were several comments about the appearance and function of the Falmouth Plaza: there is a 

“sea” of parking, buildings are set back from the street, would like to see it more walkable, with coffee 

shops, apartments above, shops below, perhaps a road through the middle breaking up the space; 

perhaps a row of frontage buildings on Davis Straits. Planning Board members were interested in 

exploring the use of TDR to provide incentives for redevelopment of the Plaza, including zoning to 

encourage residential units above shops. One member indicated interest in extending the Business 

Redevelopment District into the southern/western end of the study area. (Some comments from the 

public appeared to conflict with this idea – there is interest in extending this study west into the 

Business Redevelopment District to bring the scale down). 

There were several comments that supported the idea of on-street cafes, or outdoor seating, benches, 

and placement of building close to the street to encourage walkability, but allowing for some variability 

in distance of buildings from street edge. 

There was interest in exploring the possibility of some underground parking, given the slope of the Plaza 

site. The Planning Board prefers parking to side or rear of buildings. 

There is concern about losing the residential scale of the buildings along the northern stretch of Davis 

Straits. The Planning Board was interested in keeping this scale and relationship of these buildings to the 

street and one another. 

The boards did not appear to be concerned with changing allowed uses within the study area, though 

they did not want to lose the current scale of this part of town to big box stores. Town Staff noted that 

there are some industrial uses along Worcester Court that may be incompatible with the residential uses 

nearby, and with the future vision for the area, and that future uses should be geared toward 

accommodating local needs, not regional needs. 

A related comment from the Planning Board expressed interest in Form Based Code; members of the 

board have been examining this tool through work with the local comprehensive planning committee, 



and like the idea (Sharon Rooney presented form based code concepts to this group previously). There is 

more concern about the way things look than about the uses; people care about the look of the town.  

The only comments about Worcester Court were about considering the residential uses nearby, have 

buildings relate to the streetscape, and looking at the allowed uses (industrial). 

Utilities: 2 comments about undergrounding utilities and ensuring that there is high bandwidth cable for 

improved communications through this part of town. 

A member of the public noted that Teaticket used to be the highway of Elms; would like to see more 

trees through this area. 

There were also a couple of comments about wayfinding and signage in general… signs are too big, 

wayfinding to help cyclists, pedestrians. 

In a related presentation on the McMahon Associates transportation study findings in the Davis Straits 

area, Board members expressed interest in accommodating bikes and pedestrians, but were unsure of 

the usefulness of a multi-use path, favoring widened shoulders (and reduced vehicle travel lanes) to 

accommodate bikes on both sides of the road. Ray Jack, DPW director expressed concern with reducing 

vehicle travel widths to 10 ft. The BOS voted to pursue implementation of the proposed round-about at 

Falmouth Heights Road and Davis Straits (with local funding?) 

Falmouth Staff asked for short and long-term recommendations from the CCC staff, and 

recommendations that will complement the traffic improvements that the town is pursuing. 


