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Tracking a Hurricane
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Tropical cyclone advisories are issued at six-hour
intervals by the N

ational H
urricane C

enter/Tropical
Prediction C

enter. E
ach m

essage gives the nam
e, center

(eye) position, intensity, and forecast m
ovem

ent of the
tropical cyclone. A

dvisories are num
bered consecutively

for each storm
.  Present location and intensity are

described, and expected m
ovem

ent is given. H
urricane

center positions are given by latitude and longitude.
W

hen the storm
 m

oves w
ithin range of radar, center

positions m
ay also be given as statute m

iles and com
pass

direction from
 a specified point.  

W
hen you receive a tropical cyclone advisory, note the

advisory num
ber, center position, intensity and forecast

direction of m
ovem

ent. T
hen m

ark the center position
on the tracking chart. Because hurricanes change
direction very quickly, you should listen m

ore carefully
to w

here the storm
 w

ill go than w
here it has been.


